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1 SKO’s lines are located in Missouri, Kansas, and 
Oklahoma; PRCC’s lines are located in Washington, 
Oregon, and Idaho; TIBR’s lines are located in 
Texas and Louisiana; SLWC’s lines are located in 
Oklahoma; EIRR’s lines are located in Idaho; K&O’s 
lines are located in Kansas and Colorado; and 
PSWR’s line is located in Pennsylvania.

2 Those rights, however, are limited to overhead 
movements of grain and do not permit the 
interchange of traffic along the route.

3 Those trackage rights, however, are limited to 
traffic being interchanged by GNR with either UP 
or BNSF and, thus, preclude any direct interchange 
of traffic between GNR and PRCC.

• Town of Breckenridge Engineering 
Department, 150 Ski Hill Rd., 
Breckenridge, CO 80424, 970–547–3191

• Town of Frisco Town Clerk, 1 Main 
St. Frisco, CO 80443, 970–668–5276

• Summit County Library—Frisco 
Branch, 37 County Rd. 1005, Frisco, CO 
80443, 970–668–5555

• Summit County Library—
Breckenridge Branch, 504 Airport Rd., 
Breckenridge, CO 80424, 970–453–6098

• CDOT Mountain Residency Office, 
west side of Eisenhower Tunnel at I–70, 
Silverthorne, CO 80498, 303–512–5750

• Federal Highway Administration, 
Colorado Division Office, 555 Zang 
Street, Room 250, Lakewood, CO 80228, 
303–969–6730 extension 362

Background 
The Final EIS identifies and describes 

the components and mitigation 
measures for the Preferred Alternative (a 
four-lane reduced median roadway) for 
the proposed transportation 
improvements for SH 9 between 
Breckenridge and Frisco. The study area 
lies within Summit County, Colorado 
and extends approximately 14.5 
kilometers (9 miles) from the northern 
end of Frisco at approximate milepost 
97 to the southern limit of Breckenridge 
at approximate milepost 85. The Final 
EIS includes a description of the 
selection process, the components of the 
Preferred Alternative, a summary 
floodplain encroachment, a Wetland 
Finding, mitigation measures for the 
Preferred Alternative, the Final Section 
4(f) Evaluation, and comments and 
responses received on the Draft EIS. 
Four build alternatives and a No-Action 
Alternative were assessed in the Draft 
EIS with the Final EIS identifying the 
Preferred Alternative (DEIS Alternative 
3). 

The Preferred Alternative includes 
four through-lanes with a reduced 
median and shoulders, and either a 
depressed rural median, a raised 
median, or a barrier-protected median, 
shoulder improvements, and 
intersection improvements. Also 
included is a roundabout at the North 
Park Avenue and Main Street 
intersection and the redesignation of SH 
9 from Main Street to Park Avenue in 
Breckenridge. Other components of the 
Preferred Alternative include transit 
improvements, such as bus queue 
jumping, TDM elements, improved 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities, 
drainage improvements, retaining walls, 
lighting, and landscaping. 

The FHWA, CDOT, and other local 
agencies invite interested individuals, 
organizations, and Federal, State, and 
local agencies to comment on the social, 
economic, or environmental impacts 

and mitigation measures related to the 
Preferred Alternative.

Issued on: March 9, 2004. 
Douglas Bennett, 
Assistant Division Administrator, Federal 
Highway Administration, Lakewood, 
Colorado.
[FR Doc. 04–5844 Filed 3–18–04; 8:45 am] 
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Watco Companies, Inc.—Continuance 
in Control Exemption—Great 
Northwest Railroad, Inc. 

Watco Companies, Inc. (Watco), a 
noncarrier, has filed a verified notice of 
exemption to continue in control of 
Great Northwest Railroad, Inc. (GNR), 
upon GNR’s becoming a Class III rail 
carrier. 

The transaction was scheduled to be 
consummated on or shortly after 
February 27, 2004, the effective date of 
the exemption. 

The transaction is related to STB 
Finance Docket No. 34474, Great 
Northwest Railroad, Inc.—Acquisition 
and Operation Exemption—Camas 
Prairie RailNet, Inc., wherein: (1) GNR 
seeks to acquire from Camas Prairie 
RailNet, Inc. (CPR) and operate 
approximately 179 miles of rail line 
located in the States of Idaho and 
Washington, and (2) GNR will acquire 
by assignment from CPR incidental 
overhead trackage rights over a 15.1-
mile rail line in Washington owned by 
the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
(UP), for the purpose of interchanging 
traffic with UP and The Burlington 
Northern and Santa Fe Railway 
Company (BNSF). 

Watco owns 100 percent of the issued 
and outstanding stock of GNR, and 
controls through stock ownership and 
management seven other Class III rail 
carriers: South Kansas and Oklahoma 
Railroad Company (SKO), Palouse River 
& Coulee City Railroad, Inc. (PRCC), 
Timber Rock Railroad, Inc. (TIBR), 
Stillwater Central Railroad (SLWC), 
Eastern Idaho Railroad, Inc. (EIRR), 
Kansas & Oklahoma Railroad, Inc. 
(K&O), and Pennsylvania Southwestern 
Railroad, Inc (PSWR).1

As pertinent here, EIRR’s lines are 
located in the eastern and mid-southern 
parts of Idaho, and are a substantial 
distance from the lines being acquired 
by GNR. PRCC’s Idaho line extends 
westward from Potlatch, ID, 
approximately 50 miles north of the line 
being acquired by GNR. PRCC owns and 
operates several branch lines north of 
Hooper, WA, and east of Wallula, WA, 
and has operating rights over UP’s rail 
line 2 between Attalia, WA, and Hooper, 
which traverses Ayer, WA. The line 
being acquired by GNR extends 
eastward from Riparia, WA, to 
Lewiston, ID, and the incidental 
overhead trackage rights being acquired 
by GNR are over the UP line located 
between Riparia and Ayer.3

Watco states that: (i) The rail lines of 
GNR will not connect with any of the 
lines of the railroads under its control 
or within its corporate family, (ii) the 
transaction is not a part of a series of 
anticipated transactions that would 
connect GNR with any other railroad in 
its corporate family, and (iii) the 
transaction does not involve a Class I 
railroad. Therefore, the transaction is 
exempt from the prior approval 
requirements of 49 U.S.C. 11323. See 49 
CFR 1180.2(d)(2). 

Under 49 U.S.C. 10502(g), the Board 
may not use its exemption authority to 
relieve a rail carrier of its statutory 
obligation to protect the interests of its 
employees. Section 11326(c), however, 
does not provide for labor protection for 
transactions under sections 11324 and 
11325 that involve only Class III rail 
carriers. Because this transaction 
involves Class III rail carriers only, the 
Board, under the statute, may not 
impose labor protective conditions for 
this transaction. 

If the notice contains false or 
misleading information, the exemption 
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the 
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d) 
may be filed at any time. The filing of 
a petition to revoke will not 
automatically stay the transaction. 

An original and 10 copies of all 
pleadings, referring to STB Finance 
Docket No. 34475, must be filed with 
the Surface Transportation Board, 1925 
K Street, NW., Washington, DC 20423–
0001. In addition, a copy of each 
pleading must be served on: Karl 
Morell, Suite 225, 1455 F Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20005. 
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1 In Camas Prairie RailNet, Inc.—Abandonment—
In Lewis, Nez Perce, and Idaho Counties, ID 
(Between Spalding and Grangeville, ID), STB 
Docket No. AB–564 (STB served Sept. 13, 2000), 
CPR was authorized to abandon a line of railroad 
known as the Grangeville Line, or Second 
Subdivision, extending from milepost 0.00 near 
Spalding to milepost 66.8 (end of track) near 
Grangeville. By letter dated September 5, 2003, the 
Board was notified that, on December 18, 2002, 
applicant transferred ownership of the subject track 
and right-of-way to BG & CM Railroad, Inc. (BG & 
CM). By letter filed in this docket on March 5, 2004, 
CPR informed the Board that BG & CM did not 
acquire the entire right-of-way, only the trackage 
and right-of-way beyond milepost 1.0, and that CPR 
retained ownership of the segment between 
mileposts 0.0 and 1.0, which it subsequently sold 
along with its other rail assets to GNR.

2 GNR states that milepost 71.5 of the 3rd 
Subdivision is at the same physical location as 
milepost 137.5 of the 1st Subdivision. These 
mileposts are incongruent because the Subdivisions 
were originally owned by different railroads.

3 GNR states that no traffic has moved over the 
4th Subdivision for over 2 years and that a majority 
of the line is out of service. It adds that it is 
currently working with potential customers on the 
line to see if an adequate volume of rail traffic can 
be developed to justify the cost of operating the 
line.

Board decisions and notices are 
available on our Web site at http://
www.stb.dot.gov.

Decided: March 10, 2004.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik, 

Director, Office of Proceedings. 
Vernon A. Williams, 
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 04–5994 Filed 3–18–04; 8:45 am] 
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Great Northwest Railroad, Inc.—
Acquisition and Operation 
Exemption—Camas Prairie RailNet, 
Inc. 

Great Northwest Railroad, Inc. (GNR), 
a noncarrier, has filed a verified notice 
of exemption under 49 CFR 1150.31 to 
acquire from Camas Prairie RailNet, Inc. 
(CPR) and operate approximately 179 
miles of rail line. The lines are located 
in the States of Idaho and Washington 
as follows: (1) The 1st Subdivision, 
extending from milepost 137.5 at 
Lewiston, ID, to milepost 61.0 at or near 
Kooskia, ID; (2) the portion of the 2nd 
Subdivision, extending from milepost 
0.0 at Spalding, ID, to milepost 1.0 near 
Spalding; 1 (3) the 3rd Subdivision, 
extending from milepost 0.0 at Riparia, 
WA, to milepost 71.5 2 at Lewiston; and 
(4) the 4th Subdivision, extending from 
milepost 0.0 at Orofino, ID, to 
approximately milepost 31.0 (end of 
track), near Jaype, ID.3

GNR will also acquire by assignment 
from CPR incidental overhead trackage 
rights over a 15.1-mile rail line owned 
by the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
(UP) located between milepost 10.46 at 
Riparia and approximately milepost 
267.1 at Ayer, WA, for the purpose of 
interchanging traffic with UP and The 
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe 
Railway Company. 

This transaction is related to STB 
Finance Docket No. 34475, Watco 
Companies, Inc.—Continuance in 
Control Exemption—Great Northwest 
Railroad, Inc., wherein Watco 
Companies, Inc., seeks to continue in 
control of GNR upon GNR’s becoming a 
Class III rail carrier. 

GNR certifies that its projected 
revenues as a result of this transaction 
will not result in the creation of a Class 
II or a Class I rail carrier. The 
transaction was scheduled to be 
consummated on or shortly after 
February 27, 2004, the effective date of 
the exemption. 

If the notice contains false or 
misleading information, the exemption 
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the 
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d) 
may be filed at any time. The filing of 
a petition to revoke will not 
automatically stay the transaction. 

An original and 10 copies of all 
pleadings, referring to STB Finance 
Docket No. 34474, must be filed with 
the Surface Transportation Board, 1925 
K Street, NW., Washington, DC 20423–
0001. In addition, a copy of each 
pleading must be served on Karl Morell, 
Suite 225, 1455 F Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20005. 

Board decisions and notices are 
available on our Web site at http://
www.stb.dot.gov.

Decided: March 10, 2004.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik, 

Director, Office of Proceedings. 
Vernon A. Williams, 
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 04–5995 Filed 3–18–04; 8:45 am] 
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Horsehead Corporation—Petition for 
Acquisition and Operation 
Exemption—Chestnut Ridge Railway 
Company

AGENCY: Surface Transportation Board, 
DOT.
ACTION: Grant of Petition for Acquisition 
and Operation Exemption. 

SUMMARY: The Board grants Horsehead 
Corporation’s (Horsehead) petition 
seeking an exemption under 49 U.S.C. 
10502 from the prior approval 
requirements of 49 U.S.C. 10901 to 
acquire and operate a 6.6-mile line of 
railroad in Carbon County, PA, that was 
formerly operated by the Chestnut Ridge 
Railway Company retroactive back to 
December 23, 2003, the date Horsehead 
actually acquired the line.
DATES: This exemption is effective on 
March 12, 2004. Petitions to reopen 
must be filed by April 8, 2004.
ADDRESSES: An original and 10 copies of 
all pleadings referring to STB Finance 
Docket No. 34481 must be filed with the 
Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K 
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20423–
0001. In addition, a copy of all 
pleadings must be served on petitioner’s 
representative: Donald G. Avery, Slover 
& Loftus, 1224 17th Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20036.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Joseph H. Dettmar (202) 565–1609.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Additional information is contained in 
the Board’s decision. To purchase a 
copy of the full decision, write to, call, 
or pick up in person from: ASAP 
Document Solutions, 9332 Annapolis 
Rd., Suite 103, Lanham, MD 20706. 
Telephone: (301) 577–2600. (Assistance 
for the hearing impaired is available 
through FIRS at 1–800–877–8339.) 

Board decisions and notices are 
available on our Web site at http://
www.stb.dot.gov.

Decided: March 12, 2004.
By the Board, Chairman Nober. 

Vernon A. Williams, 
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 04–6088 Filed 3–18–04; 8:45 am] 
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CSX Transportation, Inc., Norfolk 
Southern Railway Company, and 
Consolidated Rail Corporation—
Modified Rail Certificate 

On February 18, 2004, CSX 
Transportation, Inc. (CSX), Norfolk 
Southern Railway Company (NS), and 
Consolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail) 
(collectively, the parties) filed a notice 
for a modified certificate of public 
convenience and necessity under 49 
CFR 1150, subpart C, Modified 
Certificate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity, to operate over certain 
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